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June 9, 1971 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


HIGH RISE GO PRE-FAB... 
LEWICKI LECTURES AT S.G.W.U. JUNE 11 


Professor Bohdan Lewicki will speak on "Large Concrete Building Panels - Potential 
and Problems" at Sir George Williams University June 11 at 2:00 p.m. in room 920 


of the Hall Building, de Maisonneuve at Bishop. 


The Polish professor is an internationally recognized authority on industrialized 
building methods. He is the author of several technical books, the best known of 
which, "Building With Large Prefabricates," is widely used as a text for graduate- 


level courses. 


Large prefabricates refers to concrete room-size elements that are made in a fac- 
tory and then assembled into a finished building at the construction site. "This 
modular construction", says Prof. Lewicki, "permits the most economical use of 
manpower, speeds up site erection, and makes the building process more independa@t 


of weather conditions." 


Increasingly, the use of large concrete prefabricates is regarded as the most ef-~- 
fective way to meet the demand for new housing. In France, Scandinavia and East 
Europe more than 507% of new dwellings are built this way. This method of construc- 
tion is now so popular in the large European cities that 70% of their new construc- 
tion consists of factory-made units assembled at the site. Prof. Lewicki believes 
that the use of these large concrete prefabricates will also play a significant 
role in building the 3 million new housing units Canada will need in the next ten 


years. 


Prof. Lewicki has devoted the past twenty years to studying the structural problems 
associated with the use of lightweight concrete for industrialized building. After 


four years as a professor of civil engineering at the Silesian Technical University 


eet, 


‘MMS 


in Gliwice, Poland, he was appointed head of the Department of Concrete Structures 
and Industrialized Building Techniques of the Institute of Building Techniques (ITB) 


in Warsaw, a position he still holds. 


He is responsible for approving all new Polish industrialized building systems that 
use a combination of prefabrication techniques and a systems approach to site erec~ 
tion. He also contributes importantly to the methods of calculation and the design 
of large panel bearing walls and shear walls. Prof. Lewicki chairs the Polish 
Standardization Committee working group charged with drafting new Polish building 
code requirements for reinforced concrete structures, and his proposals have been 


incorporated into the building code regulations of Poland and other European countries. 


Prof. Lewicki's lecture is part of a continuing program by the System Building 
Centre of Sir George Williams University to promote modern ideas in building tech- 
nology. Other activities of the System Building Centre include a summer graduate 


course on "System Building” beginning June 22. 
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